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2006 was marked by notable developments in the areas of trade and human rights.
The creation of the Human Rights Council gave cause for optimism about new
impetus to the UN’s work on human rights. In the WTO, the Doha work pro-
gramme of trade negotiations met a serious setback in July when it became appar-
ent that it would not finish by the end of the year.

Whilst it adapted to these new realities, the role 3D plays on trade and human
rights issues remains important and unchanged. Indeed, trade negotiations con-
tinue apace in bilateral and regional fora and our expertise in relation to these
negotiations is still widely relied on. And although the new Human Rights Coun-
cil is a significant change in the UN human rights system, the bodies that monitor
compliance with international human rights treaties remain just as essential, and
3D continues to work actively with them, as well as with Special Rapporteurs
who monitor thematic human rights issues such as the right to health or to food.

More and more people worldwide are becoming aware of the importance of get-
ting trade and related policies right. As awareness grows that policies in the area
of trade, investment, intellectual property or finance can cause disproportionate
harm to vulnerable groups, awareness is also rising that the ways in which these
policies are being elaborated and applied is untransparent and undemocratic.

New initiatives give cause for optimism that these concerns can and will be trans-
formed into constructive energy for improving trade and related policies. One
important example is the assessment of the human rights impact of the bilateral
trade negotiations between Thailand and the U.S. that the Thai National Human
Rights Commission embarked on in 2006. This is the first ever human rights
impact assessment of a proposed trade agreement. Let us hope that others will
follow in its steps, and that prior assessment of the likely impacts of proposed
trade policies becomes standard practice.

Human rights advocates need to become more involved in work on trade and
related policies in order to avoid being surprised by adverse impacts once it is too
late. Human rights accountability mechanisms need to be harnessed on a more
regular basis to ensure accountability for economic policies. 3D is deeply
committed to these objectives. As we are still the only organization that is part of
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networks concerned with trade policy, with intellectual
property policies, and of human rights networks, we
continue to have a unique and important role to play.

This Annual Report sets out some of the activities we car-
ried out to this end in 2006. If you would like more infor-
mation about our activities or the areas in which we work,
please visit our website or contact us directly.

> Capacity-building, Coalition-
Building and Technical Expertise

One of 3D’s main areas of activity is providing advice to
groups and individuals working in the areas of trade, hu-
man rights or economic policy.

Our capacity-building activities include speaking to Uni-
versity groups. In 2006 these included the Australian Na-
tional University Geneva Programme and the Duke/
Graduate Institute Program on Global Policy and Govern-
ance. Presentations to these kinds of groups give 3D the
opportunity to brief students about human rights dimen-
sions of the trade debate.

We also partici-
pate in capac-
i t y - b u i l d i n g
activities out-
side the aca-
demic context,
for instance we
spoke at a Con-
ference organ-

ized by the Barcelona-based organization Justicia y Pau,
on eliminating poverty in a globalized world. This gave 3D
the chance to raise awareness amongst grassroots European
activists of the human rights dimension of the trade debate
and how human rights can help achieve a more equitable
outcome.

Our coalition-building activities remain central to our work.
We continue to moderate the Trade and Investment discus-
sion group of the International Network for Economic, So-
cial and Cultural Rights.

In 2006 we joined two networks – the NGO Group for the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), and Actares,
a shareholders’ group working for sustainable development.
Membership in these bodies will help us join forces with
others working in these areas, and help us ensure that our
work on the rights of the child, and in relation to business
entities is relevant and useful. The NGO Group for the CRC
invited 3D’s Programme Officer Davinia Ovett to be co-
convener of its Subgroup on Health, and following 3D’s
input, the Subgroup decided to use trade as a cross-cutting
issue when focusing on health education, health systems
and access to treatment.

3D also obtained observer status in the WIPO General As-
sembly. This will help us stay at the cutting edge of debates
about international intellectual property (IP) policy, and
facilitate our work in favour of a pro-development and pro-
human rights view of IP.

The visible part of 3D’s coalition-building work is only the
tip of the iceberg, because a lot of what we do is through
small informal meetings, by email or phone. For instance
in June, 3D facilitated a meeting between Oxfam Interna-
tional and the Special Rapporteur on the right to health on
access to medicines. Oxfam wanted to meet with the Spe-
cial Rapporteur as the organization is keen to make use of
the Special Rapporteur’s forthcoming report on the respon-
sibility of non-state actors in relation to access to medi-
cines. Oxfam also wants to participate in drafting and
disseminating the access to medicines guidelines for phar-
maceutical corporations.

Likewise, thanks to 3D’s initiative in disseminating the find-
ings of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to health after
his visit to Peru, Oxfam included explicit human rights lan-
guage in its June 2006 report on the country.

The way in which we provide technical expertise is often
not very visible either. Some of the ways we provided ex-
pertise in 2006 included being a reviewer of an article on
human rights and trade that had been submitted to the World
Trade Review, advising a group of civil society organiza-
tions in Eastern and Southern Africa who want to use Hu-
man Rights treaties as a basis for a legal challenge to the
Economic Part-
nership Agree-
ment (EPA)
negotiations, or
ensuring that
members of the
WTO Human
Rights Caucus
knew about
public interest
concerns in the
WTO’s Mini-
Ministerial, which resulted in several human rights groups
signing up to a joint letter prepared by the Our World is Not
For Sale network.

We also made human rights input on a Seattle-to-Brussels
(S2B) policy report on European corporate power in trade
policy, provided information on trade-related issues to UN
human rights treaty body members at their request, were
invited to participate in the development of a right to health
impact assessment methodology, were actively involved in
the International Law Association (ILA)’s Committee on
the Legal Aspects of Sustainable Development, and par-
ticipated in consultations with the African group in prepa-
ration for the WHO Working Group on Innovation, Essential
Health Research and Intellectual Property Rights.

Thank you for your excellent letter
and 3D’s Annual Report 2005, which I
truly enjoyed reading. Thank you,
Raul Uranga, World Association for
Small and Medium Enterprises
(WASME), Geneva

About 3D’s dissemination of the
Special Rapporteur on the right to
health’s communication on Thailand:

This is great!!!! Thanks a lot for the
follow up. Sajin Prachason, Focus on
the Global South (FOCUS), and FTA
Watch, Thailand
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A more visible way in which we share our expertise on trade
and human rights is through presentations at expert meet-
ings, conferences and in policy arenas. In 2006 these in-
cluded a presentation at the panel on a human rights
framework to A2K (access to knowledge) at the Yale Access
to Knowledge Conference in April. The new ideas put for-
ward in this presentation have been relied on since by civil
society organizations, governments and others, including
in WIPO negotiations.

3D also made several presentations before the World Intel-
lectual Property Organization (WIPO)’s Committee on a
WIPO Development Agenda. The presentation emphasized
the distinction between human rights and IP rights, and
described how human rights could support proposals for a
WIPO Development Agenda. Based on these, country del-
egates – including those of Peru, Brazil and Uruguay – ex-
plicitly welcomed a human rights approach to the
discussions and relied on human rights arguments in sub-
sequent meetings.

Other meetings at which 3D played an active role included
a Civil Society Dialogue in Brussels entitled ‘A Gender
Review of the Economic Partnership Agreements,’ at which
3D encouraged participants to apply the CEDAW frame-
work to agricultural trade liberalization, and an informal
private meeting on the impact of international trade on the
enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights. This
meeting brought together members of the Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) with a se-
lect group of experts in the area of trade and human rights,
in order that the Committee take up trade-related human
rights issues with States parties to the Covenant on a more
systematic basis.

> Intellectual Property and
Human Rights

3D divides its work into five main programme areas: Intel-
lectual Property (IP), Agriculture, Trade in Services, Ac-
cess to Information and Participation, and General Issues
surrounding Trade and Human Rights. In 2006 our main
programme emphasis was in three areas: IP, Agriculture,
and General Issues.

The aim of our work on IP is to show how human rights can
support more equitable IP policies, and how human rights
can promote accountability and coherence between trade-
related IP rules, development objectives and human rights.
Within our IP programme, in 2006, we focused on access
to medicines, and on consistency between IP policy, devel-
opment and human rights. In addition to the capacity-build-
ing, coalition-building and technical support work described
above, we carried out the following activities.

Access to medicines

We continued to publish country briefings highlighting the
links between trade-related IP rules, access to medicines
and the right to health. Treaty bodies rely on these to make
recommendations to States about how trade-related rules
must not undermine human rights. In turn, these recom-
mendations are useful tools for civil society groups, health
professionals and others working on these issues.

In January, based on the briefing 3D had published in 2005,
the Committee on the Rights of the Child warned Thailand
that the Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) it was negotiating
should not have a negative impact on the child’s right to
health.

In May we pub-
lished a country
briefing on Mo-
rocco, and in
June, an Infor-
mation Note
setting out the
CESCR’s rec-
ommendations.
Amongst oth-
ers, the Com-
mittee recommended that Morocco undertake an impact
assessment of trade rules on economic, social and cultureö
rights.

Our country reports are useful to many different people.
The WHO Department on Health and Human Rights, for
instance uses and disseminates 3D’s country briefings,
policy briefs and information notes to all its focal points in
country offices. The briefings and 3D’s related ‘Informa-
tion Notes’ – which set out treaty body recommendations
based on our country briefings – are also widely dissemi-
nated by others through their networks, such as the Busi-
ness & Human Rights Resource Centre, and groups that
are campaigning against bilateral trade agreements. More
and more websites link to our country briefings and other
publications, as indicated on page 6 below.

NGO delegates at the CESCR discussion on trade and ESCR:
Carin Smaller of the Institute for Agriculture and Trade
Policy, and Jennifer Brant of Oxfam International.

About the Morocco country briefing:

Thanks for this, which is very
interesting, and I will pass on to a
contributor to a book I am editing on
TRIPs-Plus and FTAs. Dr. Lorand
Bartels, University of Edinburgh
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1 All our publications can be downloaded from our website at www.3dthree.org/en/pages.php?IDcat=5 Most of them are available in French or
Spanish as well as English.

The country briefing focuses in particular on liberalization
entrenched through the European Union’s planned Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement (EPA) with Niger.

We submitted the briefing to the Committee on the Elimi-
nation of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), which
will assess the enjoyment of women’s rights in Niger, in

2007. Our hope is that the CEDAW Committee will issue
recommendations on the report that can be used by groups
in Niger and others working against adverse effects of EPAs.
We also disseminated the Niger briefing widely through
our networks, and the feedback we received proved that this
new – women’s rights-based – approach to scrutinizing trade
policy is very useful. Indeed, it provided a new basis for
some of the existing advocacy in favour of fairer trade rules,
particularly amongst the networks working on the EU’s
EPAs, and led to many requests for our expertise in this
area, including from NGO networks like Both Ends, treaty
body members, gender groups, ecumenical groups and oth-
ers.

> Publications and Website

Publications1

In addition to its Information Notes and communications
by email, 3D released several important publications in
2006.

In July, in collaboration with Brazil-based Sur – Red
Universitaria de Derechos Humanos, we published the
much-awaited Latin American version of the Practical
Guide, the Guía Práctica sobre la OMC y otros Acuerdos
Comerciales. This is an updated and adapted version of 3D’s
Practical Guide published in 2004, and has proved highly
useful for human rights advocates and others working in
favour of fairer trade rules. Meanwhile, the original Practi-

About the WIPO Development
Agenda Policy Brief:

de la manera más atenta, me dirijo a
usted para agradecerle por le
información enviada. Ronaldo
Galeano, Unidad de Instrumentos y
Mecanismos Internacionales de
Protección de los Derechos
Humanos, Guatemala

IP, Development and Human Rights

In 2006, 3D participated actively in discussions in the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in favour of a
Development Agenda. In particular, it contributed a Policy
Brief on Intellectual Property, Development and Human
Rights. The purpose of this was to indicate to delegates and
civil society groups how human right rules and mechanisms
could support the calls for the WIPO Development Agenda.
As also mentioned above, a number of delegations have
indeed relied on the brief, as have civil society groups and
academics.

The representative of Uruguay to WIPO, for one, urged that
the organization’s activities be consistent with human rights

obligations of
Member States.
He also made
explicit refer-
ence to the
Committee on
the Rights of
the Child’s rec-
ommendation
to El Salvador
that States must
take into ac-
count the best
interests of the
child when ne-

gotiating intellectual property rules, and referred to 3D’s
Policy Brief.

3D contributed to other leading work on IP. We participated
in strategy discussions about how NGOs could provide tech-
nical assistance on IP issues to countries acceding to the
WTO, and contributed a section on intellectual property,
the right to food and access to seeds, to a book by the Quaker
International Affairs Programme and Quaker UN Office
about the Control of Food production.

Last but not least, we issued a third publication in our Policy
Brief series, an analysis of the CESCR’s General Comment
relating to the Protection of Authors’ Moral and Material
Interests. This Policy Brief has proved useful to human rights
advocates and IP experts in providing them with insights
into the different dimensions of the relationship between IP
and human rights.

> Agriculture

In August, 3D published a country briefing focusing on how
agricultural trade liberalization in Niger affects women’s
rights. The briefing describes how women suffer dispro-
portionately from liberalization, particularly in agriculture.

About the Niger country briefing:

This is a wonderful report and I congratulate you both
for the campaign idea of submitting to CEDAW and
the report itself! This shows really clearly how trade
and Human Rights are connected in the policy field.
Thanks!!!! Gillian Moon, Faculty of Law, University of
New South Wales, Australia

Thank you very much for a most important and useful
contribution to our policy-making. Thoralf Stenvold,
Senior Adviser, UN Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, Norway
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cal Guide continues to be used as a basis for advocacy, as a
teaching tool and to devise and implement work in the area
of economic, social and cultural rights. Based on this suc-
cess, and to respond to demand, we also started work on a
Portuguese-language and a Nepali-language version of the
Guide, both to be published in 2007.

We published two Policy Briefs (presented in more detail at
page 4, above): Intellectual Property, Development and Hu-
man Rights – How Human Rights Can Support Proposals
for a World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) De-
velopment Agenda, and Intellectual Property and Human
Rights: Is the Distinction Clear Now? An assessment of the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights’ Gen-
eral Comment No. 17 (2005).

3D released two new country briefings in 2006, the first on
Morocco: Trade-related intellectual property rights, access
to medicines and human rights, and the other on Niger:
Agricultural trade liberalization and women’s rights. (Pre-
sented in more detail at page 3 and 4 above.)

The editors of the Latin American periodical PUENTES
Entre el Comercio y el Desarrollo Sostenible, asked 3D for
an article on the treaty body recommendations on access to
medicines and trade negotiations. The resulting article, en-
titled ‘Tratados de Libre Comercio (TLC): un serio reto
para America Latina y el Caribe’ was published in
PUENTES in February.

3D published a compilation of references to trade and trade-
related issues in the work of the Committee on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR). The compilation has
proven to be a useful resource to all those interested in the
intersection between trade, economics and human rights,

as it gives con-
crete indications
of ways that hu-
man rights ex-
perts have
analyzed the
links.

A further indica-
tion of the rel-
evance of our
publications are
the number of re-
quests we receive
each year to be
able to reprint or
distribute them.
Amongst those
who reproduced
our materials for
training or teach-
ing purposes in
2006 are the Di-
plomacy Training

Programme in Asia, the World Trade Institute in Berne, and
the Professor teaching a seminar on trade and social justice
at John F. Kennedy University in California. Our publica-
tions have been reproduced in several books and periodi-
cals, including two publications of the Institute of Chartered
Financial Analysts of India (ICFAI) University Press: the
Morocco country briefing was reproduced in their book en-
titled TRIPS and Global Pharmaceutical Industry –Impact
on countries and the TRIPS and Health Chapter of the Prac-
tical Guide was reprinted in WTO Regime & Its Implica-
tions On Pharmaceutical Sector.

The Nepali and Hindi
versions of THREAD:
Planting the Rights Seed,
A human rights perspec-
tive on agriculture trade
and the WTO.

About the treaty body compilation:

Chère Madame, Merci pour cette
excellente initiative, qui rendra de
précieux services. Prof. Giorgio
Malinverni, former member of the
CESCR, Switzerland

Thanks very much. The
document is very useful and it
helps keep track of our concluding
observations and of the reasons
why we made them. Best wishes.
Maria Virginia Gomez, CESCR
member, Portugal

Congratulations on the new publi-
cation! Vernor Muñoz, UN Special
Rapporteur on the Right to Educa-
tion, Costa Rica

> Website and Database

The information we provide continues to be the mainstay
of our work, so we pay particular attention not only to the
quality of the publications, but to their distribution. Our
website and database continue as the main tools to ensure
that our work has impact on policy through reaching the
right people. We work on our database in an ongoing way,
updating contact information, adding new people and or-
ganizations and ensuring the database is adapted as well as
possible to our distribution needs. We now have over 4000
contacts in our database, and can select those people who
receive our mailings according to their preferred language,
their areas of interest or their geographical location.

The number of daily hits on our website continues to increase
steadily month after month, with an overall increase of about
30% of hits, downloads and page visits at the end of 2006
as compared to the end of 2005. The most consistently-
popular section of our website is still the section containing
glossaries, with the first chapter of the Practical Guide (in
English) coming second. The other most visited sections of
our website in 2006 were the El Salvador Country Brief,
the Morocco Country Brief, the Policy Brief on the WIPO
Development Agenda, and as of November, the Policy Brief
on the CESCR’s General Comment relating to the Protection
of Authors’ Moral and Material Interests.

The most frequent pages from which people reach 3D’s
website are – apart from Google – the Polaris Institute,
IPRsonline, Wikipedia, and France-based Répertoire PSI
(Paix et Sécurité Internationales). Countries in which 3D’s
website visitors are mostly based are Switzerland, Germany,
France, Mexico, U.S., Peru, Canada, Argentina, Australia,
Morocco, Netherlands and Japan.
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> Financial Report

Some of the organizations that have added links
to 3D’s website from their own in 2006 are:

Globalia, sélection de sites Internet sur les ques-
tions Nord/Sud des centres de documentation
d’Alliance Sud – www.alliancesud.ch/globalia/
index.php?pdf=1&c=26

Human Rights Impact Resource Centre –
www.humanrightsimpact.org/publications/
complete-listing/item/pub/70

IP-Watch – www.ip-watch.org

Our World Is Not for Sale –
www.ourworldisnotforsale.org/
showarticle.asp?search=1247

Rinoceros, Bibliothèque internationale pour un
monde responsable et solidaire –

www.rinoceros.org/auteur.php3?id_auteur=1125

Stop-Think-Resist EPAs –
www.stopthinkresist.org

Third World Network – www.twnside.org.sg
Tribune des Droits Humains, Genève –
www.humanrights-geneva.info/
article.php3?id_article=535
UNESCAP, Trade and Investment Division –
www.unescap.org/tid/tisnet/is1006.asp

UN FAO, Right to Food Section – www.fao.org/
righttofood/kc/l_credits_en.htm

UN International Research and Training Institute
for the Advancement of Women – www.un-
instraw.org/revista/hypermail/alltickers/en/
0251.html
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> Organizational Matters

3D would like to thank all those who supported us in 2006.
Particular thanks go to the Avina Stiftung and Oxfam Inter-
national for funding the publication of the Guía Práctica,
the Ford Foundation for its support to 3D’s Outreach, Infor-
mation-Provision and Technical Advice activities, the Joseph

3D > Trade - Human Rights - Equitable Economy promotes
collaboration amongst trade, development and human rights
professionals, to ensure that trade rules are developed and applied in
ways that promote an equitable economy.

Our Objectives are:
> To promote collaborative efforts between people working to
promote an equitable economy,
> To strengthen the capacity of human rights advocates to raise their
concerns with trade decision-makers,
> To encourage the use of human rights mechanisms and rules in
support of efforts to promote an equitable economy, and
> To ensure accountability of all economic actors.

3D > Trade - Human Rights - Equitable Economy
Maison des Associations
Rue des Savoises 15
1205 Genève - Switzerland
T +41 22 320 21 21 - F +41 22 320 69 48
www.3dthree.org - info@3dthree.org

Members of 3D’s Advisory Board
* denotes Steering Committee member

Robert Archer*
Nicolas Borsinger
Rachel Brett*
Céline Charveriat
Carolyn Deere*
Brewster Grace
Mark Halle*
Lucy Howen*
Paul Hunt*
Malini Mehra
Sisule F. Musungu
Leo Palma
Daniel Ravindran
Peter Splinter
Elisabeth Tuerk
Mariama Williams

Honorary Advisors

Diego García Sayan
Mary Robinson

More information about Board members can be
found at www.3dthree.org/en/
complement.php?IDcomplement=11&IDpage=12&IDcat=6

Rowntree Charitable Trust and the Swiss Department of
Foreign Affairs for their ongoing support to core costs.

In early 2006, 3D was granted tax-exempt status by the Swiss
(Geneva) authorities. In addition to making any gifts to 3D
tax deductible, this is particularly welcome as it provides
recognition of our public interest status (‘reconnaissance
d’utilité publique’).

Davinia Ovett, who had been with 3D almost since the be-
ginning, left the organization in 2006 to pursue other
projects. We are grateful to her dedication and her excel-
lent work, which helped shape the focus of the organiza-
tion, and wish her the very best for the future. Magali Fabre
stayed on with 3D through early 2006, bringing to comple-
tion the compilation of references to trade in the work of
the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights. Kimberley Lehmkuhl of Columbia Law School was
with 3D for three months, focusing on agriculture trade
policy and its effects on women in Niger. Lucie Plantevin
joined 3D in August, replacing Catherine Saez as Office
Manager. Carolyn Deere played a greatly-valued role as 3D’s
Director until March 2006 when Caroline Dommen returned
from maternity leave. Stewart Jackson continued as our
accountant.

3D decided not to undertake new project work in the sec-
ond half of 2006. The Steering Committee, with 3D’s Di-
rector, look forward to taking stock of the organization’s
role and activities over 3D’s first four years of existence in
2007, and to decide on future priorities and direction by
early 2008.

3D’s Advisory Board and Steering Committee continue to
play a steady and valued part in guiding and supporting 3D.
Nicolas Borsinger and Peter Splinter joined the Advisory
Board in early 2006, and we regretfully accepted Yash
Tandon’s resignation, tendered as membership of 3D’s Board
was not compatible with his new commitments as Director
of the South Centre.


